Persuasion Activity: Environmental Balance
Directions: Read the article below and use it to answer the questions that follow. Please record all answers on a separate sheet of notebook paper. 
For Environmental Balance, Pick Up a Rifle 

By NICHOLAS D. KRISTOF

1 Here's a quick quiz: Which large American mammal kills the most humans each year?

2 It's not the bear, which kills about two people a year in North America. Nor is it the wolf, which in modern times hasn't killed anyone in this country. It's not the cougar, which kills one person every year or two.

3 Rather, it's the deer. Unchecked by predators, deer populations are exploding … and that is destroying the ecosystem in many parts of the country. In a wilderness, there might be 10 deer per square mile; in parts of New Jersey, there are up to 200 per square mile.

4 One result is ticks and Lyme disease, but deer also kill people more directly. A study for the insurance industry estimated that deer kill about 150 people a year in car crashes nationwide and cause $1 billion in damage. Granted, deer aren't stalking us, and they come out worse in these collisions - but it's still true that in a typical year, an American is less likely to be killed by Osama bin Laden than by Bambi. …
5 So what do we do? Let's bring back hunting. 
6 We have an environmental imbalance caused in part by the decline of hunting. Humans first wiped out certain predators - like wolves and cougars - but then expanded their own role as predators to sustain a rough ecological balance. These days, though, hunters are on the decline. …
7 What's the alternative to hunting? Is it preferable that deer die of disease and hunger?...
8 To their credit, many environmentalists agree that hunting can be green. The New Jersey Audubon Society this year advocated deer hunting as an ecological necessity. 

9 There's another reason to encourage hunting: it connects people with the outdoors…. At a time when America's wilderness is being gobbled away for logging, mining or oil drilling, that's a huge boon.

10 In October, for example, Wayne Goldsberry was sitting in a home in northwestern Arkansas when he heard glass breaking in the next room. It was a home invasion - by a buck. Mr. Goldsberry, who is six feet one inch and weighs 200 pounds, wrestled with the intruder for 40 minutes. Blood spattered the walls before he managed to break the buck's neck.

11 So it's time to reestablish a balance in the natural world - by accepting the idea that hunting is as natural as bird-watching. 

1.  Which of the following is the best example of  an appeal through logic and facts?

a.. “deer kill about 150 people a year in car crashes” 



b.  “What’s the alternative to hunting?”



c. “it’s time to reestablish a balance in the natural world”
d.. all of the above

2. An anecdote to support this argument can be found in 


a. paragraph 1




b. paragraph 10

c. paragraph 7








d. paragraph 11


3. Which of the following is an example of a rhetorical question?


a.. “What’s the alternative to hunting?”





b. “Is it preferable that deer die of disease and hunger?”


c. “Which large American mammal kills the most…”




d. all of the above

4. Which of the following would be the best  example of an appeal through emotion that could be added to this article?


a. The deer feel bad when they are hunted



b. an account of someone who lost a loved one to an accident with a deer


c. a picture of an adorable baby deer




d. none of the above
5. To add an expert opinion, which of the following people would the author want to talk to?


a.. a doctor who studies heart disease


b. a scientist who studies the environment


c. a teacher of elementary school science


d. his friends

6.  The argument in this article is:

a. people should hunt to bring back environmental balance


b. hunting


c. not hunting


d. people should hunt because meat is delicious

7. The issue in this article 

a. hunting


b. people should never, ever hunt


c. deer are scary


d. none of the above

8. An example of a reference to a well known event can be found in:


a. paragraph 3

b. paragraph 4


c. paragraph 6


d. paragraph 7

9. An example of a national trend is evident in:


a. paragraph 7


b. paragraph 5


c. paragraph 11

d. none of the above

10. What counterargument could this writer have addressed to improve his argument the most?


a. hunting can be dangerous


b. hunting is fun


c. deer are evil


d. all of the above

11. In order to appeal to audiences through his character, the best thing for this author to add would be…

a. an explanation of how he grew up on a farm and learned about the balance of nature


b. an explanation of how he has never even seen a deer


c. an angry rant about how no one else is correct except for him


d. an explanation of how hurt he was when a classmate made fun of him years ago

12. The audience of this piece is most likely:


a. small children

b. deer

c. the American public


d. people in other countries
13. What is your opinion on environmental balance? Explain in a well-developed paragraph. This means at least 5 sentences and following rules of structure. 
